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SUBJECT:  NO  BREAKTHROUGH  FROM  MBEKI  VISIT 
REF:  A.  HARARE  26 

IB.  PRETORIA  100 

Classified  By:  DCM  Katherine  Dhanani . Reason:  1.4  (d) 

IQ.  (C)  MDC  leader  Morgan  Tsvangirai  called  Ambassador  in 
Bulawayo  and  met  with  DCM  on  January  18  to  brief  on  the  Mbeki 
visit  to  Zimbabwe  (reftels).  Tsvangirai  confirmed  that  Mbeki 
had  offered  three  options  for  implementing  a new  constitution 
before  elections:  hold  a referendum  on  the  agreed  draft 
constitution  in  February  and  elections  in  March;  postpone 
elections  until  after  consultation  and  a referendum  on  a new 
constitution;  or  adopt  an  interim  constitution  through 
Parliament  and  hold  elections  in  March.  Mbeki  met  with  the 
MDC  leadership  after  seeing  Mugabe  and  reported  that  Mugabe 
had  rejected  all  three  options,  insisting  that  elections  go 
forward  in  March  under  the  existing  constitution.  The  MDC 
told  Mbeki  that  the  people  of  Zimbabwe  have  no  faith  that 
their  votes  would  be  respected  as  things  stand;  a new 
dispensation,  including  effective  implementation  of  a new 
constitution  and  recently  revised  legislation,  is  essential 
to  holding  a free  and  fair  election.  Tsvangirai  said  Mbeki 
returned  to  see  Mugabe  before  going  to  the  airport.  The  MDC 
had  received  no  readout  on  that  conversation,  suggesting  no 
breakthrough  was  achieved. 

%2.  (C)  DCM  asked  Tsvangirai  what  comes  next.  Tsvangirai 
expressed  disappointment  that  a "historic  opportunity"  had 
been  lost.  He  said  the  two  MDC  factions  would  meet  the 
weekend  of  January  19-20  to  conclude  an  agreement  on  joining 
forces  for  elections.  Asked  whether  this  meant  a decision 
had  been  made  to  contest  elections  in  March,  Tsvangirai 
replied  with  some  emotion  that  the  only  "principled"  decision 
would  be  to  boycott.  However,  he  said,  the  MDC  would  have  to 
discuss  the  question.  He  was  certain  that  there  would  be 
many  (especially  MPs)  who  had  a personal  interest  in 
participating,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  predict  what  the 
party  would  ultimately  decide. 


13.  (C)  Comment:  Mugabe's  future  course  is  clear:  Zanu-PF  will 
continue  full  steam  ahead  toward  elections  in  March.  Mbeki 
and  the  MDC  face  tougher  decisions.  Mbeki  told  the  Harare 
press  corps  that  the  facilitation  has  made  "very  good 
progress,"  but  once  election  dates  are  announced  (likely  45 
days  in  advance  of  March  29,  i.e.  on  or  about  February  13) 
the  facilitation  will  be  forced  to  admit  defeat.  The  MDC  may 
achieve  an  agreement  between  its  two  factions,  but  the 
question  of  a boycott  threatens  new  discord.  Most  observers 
judge  that  Tsvangirai  does  not  have  enough  support  to  pull  a 
boycott  off.  He  may  pragmatically  accept  a party  decision  to 
contest,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  effectively  lead  the 
campaign  in  an  election  he  knows  ZANU-PF  has  already  stolen. 
MCGEE 


